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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1 - 20 are pending and have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 - 2, and 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by Hisatake 
US 7,082,603 B2 (hereinafter Hisatake). 

Per Claim 1: 

Hisatake discloses: 

A method for updating software in a plurality of clients connected to a host through a network 
(col. 2, lines 60 - 65), the method comprising: 

connecting an updating device (File Server 14) to the host (network Device 12), the updating 
device storing updated software to be used for updating software stored in the clients 
(Peripheral Device 10) (FIG. 1, col. 1, lines 47-62); 

initiating communication between the updating device and the host (FIG. 2, col. 1 , lines 63 - 

* 

65); 

transmitting the updated software from the updating device to the host (FIGS. 2-3, col. 1, 
lines 63 - 67, col. 2, lines 1 - 20) ; and 
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the host uploading the updated software to each of the clients for replacing previous versions 
of software stored in the clients with the updated software (FIG. 3, col. 2, lines 21 - 32). 



Per Claim 2: 



Hisatake discloses: 



initiating communication between the updating device and the host comprises the updating 
device requesting to send updated software to the host and the host granting the updating 
device's request to send the updated software (col. 1 , lines 28 - 34). 



Per Claim 6: 

Hisatake discloses: 

the host informing the updating device about progress made with the uploading process while 
the host is uploading the updated software to the clients (FIG. 3, step 52, col. 2, lines 26 - 
30). 



Per Claim 7: 

Hisatake discloses: 

the host notifying the updating device that the update is complete after the host has finished 
uploading the updated software to each of the clients (FIG. 3, step 54, col. 2, lines 27 - 32). 



Per Claim 8: 



Hisatake discloses: 



the host uploading the updated software to each of the clients comprises: 
the host transmitting the updated software to each client (FIG. 3, steps 40 - 44, col. 2, lines 9 
-20); 
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the client checking that the updated software was successfully received and reporting the 
result to the host (FIG. 3, steps 46 - 48, col. 2, lines 21 - 24); 



the host commanding the client to replace the previous version of software stored in the client 
with the updated software if the client has successfully received the updated software (FIG. 3, 
step 50, col 2, lines 24 - 27); and 



the host commanding the client to reboot and reconnect to the host (col.1 , lines 10-16). 



Per Claim 9: 

Hisatake discloses: 

if the client has not successfully received the updated software, the host resends the updated 
software to the client (FIG. 5, col. 2, lines 50 - 59). 



Per Claim 10: 

Hisatake discloses: 

when the updating device transmits the updated software to the host, the host stores the 
updated software in a buffer before uploading the updated software to the clients (FIG. 2, 
steps 34 - 36, col. 2, lines 3 - 8). 



Per Claim 11: 

Hisatake discloses: 

the clients are remotely connected to the host through the Internet (col. 2, lines 60 - 67, col. 
3, lines 1 - 2). 



Per Claim 12: 

Hisatake discloses: 
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the clients are locally connected to the host through a local network (col. 2, lines 60 - 67, col. 
3, lines 1 - 2). 

Per Claim 13: 

Hisatake discloses: 

wherein the updating device is a computer (col. 3, lines 15 - 27). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3-5 and 14 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hisatake US 7,082,603 B2 (hereinafter Hisatake), in view of Boys US 2002/0095474 A1 (hereinafter 
Boys). 

Per Claim 3: 

Hisatake teaches transmitting the updated software from the updating device to the host (Hisatake, 
FIGS. 2-3, col. 1 , lines 63 - 67, col. 2, lines 1 - 20); Hisatake does not explicitly teach the host 
determines an order in which to upload the updated software to the clients. However, Boys teaches the 
host determines an order in which to upload the updated software to the clients (Boys, FIG. 2, 45a, 
paragraphs 0044 - 0046). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the computer art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the method disclosed by Hisatake to include "the host determines an order 
in which to upload the updated software to the clients" using the teaching of Boys. The modification 
would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to enable priority-based 
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number switching from a lower priority access number to a higher priority access number during a data 
session through monitoring current connection states of a user node connected to the network (Boys, 
paragraph 0010, lines 3 - 6). 



The rejection of claim 3 is incorporated, and Boys further teaches the host calculates the 
connection speed between the host and each of the clients, and sorts the clients in order of decreasing 
connection speed for determining the order in which to upload the updated software to the clients 
(paragraphs 0054, 0058, 0063). 



The rejection of claim 3 is incorporated, and Boys further teaches before uploading the updated 
software to the clients, the host informs the updating device of the order in which the host will upload the 
software to the clients (Boys, paragraphs 0063). 

Per Claim 14: 

This is another version of the claimed methods discussed above (claims 1-2,4-5, and 8), 
wherein all claim limitations also have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set for the above. 
Thus, accordingly, this claim is also obvious. 

Per Claims 15-20: 

These are another version of the claimed methods discussed above (claims 6-7, and 9-13), 
wherein all claim limitations also have been addressed and/or covered in cited areas as set for the above. 
Thus, accordingly, these claims are also obvious. 



Per Claim 4: 



Per Claim 5: 



Conclusion 



6. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 



* 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Anna Deng whose telephone number is 571-272-5989. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday to Friday 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wei 
Zhen can be reached at 571 -272-3708. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Anna Deng fy/^ 



September 7, 2006 



WEI ZHEN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




